Losers Lounge
(C 2002 Don Boner
19 th Draft 04-18-03
FADE | N
EXT. PASSI ONVI LLE ILLINO S, 1948 -- EVEN NG

1948, Passionville Illinois South of Chicago near the |ndiana
II'linois border.

Passionville is a small rundown town, there are old
bui | di ngs, the town square is alnost dark. There is not nuch
life in the town no people on the streets. Many of the old
buil dings are enpty. One building with an old sign that
reads 'Lisa Losers Lounge'.

CUT TO

INT. JOE'S OFFI CE -- MOMENTS LATER 2
(REG NA CORNELI US, JCEY FERDI NANDO)

IN THE SAME BU LDI NG AS THE LOUNGE | S A SEPARATE DOCR THAT
LEADS TO STEPS THAT LEAD TO A DARK HALLWAY. DOWN THE HALLWAY
ANOTHER DOOR W TH A SI GN THAT READS ' JCEY FERDI NANDO PRI VATE
EYE . INSIDE I S A OFFI CE APARTMENT WHERE JOEY | S | MPATI ENTLY
LI STENI NG TO A YOUNG ATTRACTI VE WOVAN TALK

REG NA CORNELI US
Thank you for seeing nme M.
Fer di nando.
(of fice camera)

Joey is behind his old broken down desk. He rolls his eyes.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Just call ne Joey.
(sight- on canera)
What can | do for you?
(of f canera)

CUT TO

I NT. JOEY'S OFFI CE 3
(JOEY FERDI NANDO, REGQ NA CORNELI US)

Joey's office is very sparse. Besides his old desk and
two chairs there is a couch that doubles as his bed.
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Beside the couch is a small end table with a Iight and an

old radio. The walls are old, dusty and dirty. There is an
ol d poster hanging on the wall. A few books and ol d nmagazi nes
are scattered about, sone opened on the tables. There is a
smal | kitchen table and an old refrigerator and a snmall stove.
Joey | ooks bored. A young wonman is on the other side of the

desk tal ki ng.

REG NA CORNELI US
Look | believe nmy husband, you know,
Erwin the [ awyer down at Gty hal
is cheating on ne. | didn't want to
bel i eve he would do such a thing.
asked himabout it the other night
and he denies he is doing anything
wong. Please Joey you have got to
hel p ne.

Joey picks up his pen wites sonmething down on his pad of
paper.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Look | ady how do you know he is
cheating. You know he is a big | awer
down at Gty Hall and I am sure from
time to tine he nust work late or
maybe he goes out to have sone drinks
with all the boys. You know those
j udges expect the |lawers to pickup
the tab when they are out drinking
with them | have never seen a
j udge pay for a drink.

Regina is getting fidgety as she noves her body around trying
not to get angry at Joey.

REG NA CORNELI US
| just know. | nmean if you were a
woman you woul d understand what | am
tal king about. Please won't you
hel p me?

Joey lays his pen and paper down | ooks up at the ceiling,
shakes his head a little and | ooks the Wbnman in the eye.

JOEY FERDI NANDO

XK look lady I'lIl take your case. |
charge twenty dollars a day plus
expenses. | need a one hundred dol | ar
retainer.

Regi na | ooks somewhat shocked.

REG NA CORNELI US
Look Joey | don't have any noney.
( MORE)



REG NA CORNELI US ( CONT' D)
| mean if | did, | would give it to
you.

(softly)

Regi na stands up and noves to the side of the desk closer
to Joey.

REG NA CORNELI US ( CONT' D)
My husband cut off my all owance.
have not hi ng!

She Opens her purse it is enpty.
JCEY FERDI NANDO

Way did he stop your all owance?
What did you do?

(Firmy)
REG NA CORNELI US
Nothing! | swear. | don't know why
the old bast- | nmean | don't know.
(pause)

Maybe it was because | asked himif
he was having an affair.

Joey |l ooks like he is getting upset.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Look Lady a guy |like your husband
doesn't just cut off allowances for
a dane |ike you

(1 ooki ng her over)

If you don't tell nme what really
happen then there is no way | can
take your case. Understand?

The Woman | eans agai nst Joey's desk. She |ooks around as if
she is searching for an answer. She runs her hands through
her hair. She | ooks down at the floor.

REG NA CORNELI US
He caught ne.
(softly)

JOEY FERDI NANDO
What ? Caught you doi ng what ?

Regi na rai ses her head | ooks Joey in the eye. She is very
animated with her hands.

REG NA CORNELI US
Vell | was in ny nightgown when the
m | knman came to collect. It was
cold outside so | ask himto cone
into the house.

( MORE)



REG NA CORNELI US ( CONT' D)

He told me how attractive | | ooked
and that he thought | |ooked |ike
Kat hari ne Hepburn. Well one thing
led to another and then, well the
next thing I knew we were naked on
the sofa and ny husband wal ked i n.

(brief pause)
But | know he was cheat
first.

ing on ne

She shrugs her shoul der back, tilts her head.

REG NA CORNELI US ( CONT' D)
You know it's not ny fault that nen

are attracted to ne, |

know what

they want, | can tell by the way

they I ook at nme. But |

swear that's

the first tinme anything |ike that
happen, | nmean | ama married wonan,
| don't know why | let the m | kman
seduce ne. Mybe he hypnotize ne
or sonething. Joey you' ve got to

bel i eve ne.

(Pl eadi ng)
Pl ease you nmust help ne. ['ll do
anything. | nean anyt hing.

(seductively)

She noves cl oser to Joey slowy renoving her blouse and
letting it drop to the floor. She grabs Joey's hand and
She cresses and ki sses
Joey genially biting his ear. Her face is ful

pl aces it just bel ow her breast.

and | ust.

of desire

Regi na wal ks Joey over to his couch. The reflection of the
shadow is on the wall as she undresses herself and then

removes Joey's cl ot hes.

I NT. I NSIDE LI SA LOSERS LOUNCE - -
(G

DI SSCLVE TO

LATER THAT NI GHT

NGER, LI SA LOSERS, SPEEDY, SERGEANT MONDAY)

Movi ng through the old doors of Lisa Losers Lounge. It is
al nrost dark in the bar. Sonmeone is playing the one arm bandit
there are a few other custoners setting at tables drinking
and talking. The floors are dirty as are the walls. A jar
h a | abel five cents each

of pickled eggs is on the bar w't

A large sign reads 'Ask about today's pull-tab.
every day.' A couple of guys are drinking beer talking with

a scantly clad waitress, G nger.

Behi nd t he bar

$50. 00 wi nner

is a wonan,

Li sa Losers, who is trying to read the paper when she is not
drawi ng drinks. There is an el ection poster behind the bar

to Reel ect Mayor Paxton with his

picture on it.

ad Pinup
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posters al so hang on the wall with a couple of Navy posters.
A guy, Speedy, is setting at the bar talking to Lisa who is
trying to read the paper, she is not |istening.

SPEEDY
You know baby you would really I|ike
it out west, man the weather is great
none of this cold shit. Wen | was
traveling with the band, man those
were the days, | always |oved the
West Coast. Hell, | would still be
playing if it wasn't for the Redneck
down in Menphis. So did | ever tell
you about that?

Li sa continues to read the paper.

LI SA LOSERS
About a thousand Ti nes Speedy. Wy
don't you play sonething now? |
don't want the customers to get bored
and | eave!

SPEEDY
In a mnute doll. | amthinking
about splitting, this tinme |I mean
it, youll see, you know maybe 1|
junp up to New York. Man can you
dig nme in New York City, yeah, that's
where all the action is, | nmean even
if I can't play because | |ost ny
uni on card, You know | can act, maybe
get a part in sonme Broadway Play or
do sonet hi ng on Radi o.

Lisa ignore's Speedy's question. Finally Speedy gets the
poi nt and gets up and goes to another table and starts talking
to soneone else. A man, Sergeant Frank Monday, in his early
thirties comes inside the bar wearing a cheap winkled suit.
He surveys the bar |ike a scout |ooking for the eneny.

G nger sees Sergeant Mnday and approaches him

G NGER
Franki e, where have you been for so
| ong?

Sergeant Monday smles and puts his arm around G nger.

SERGEANT MONDAY
|"ve been busy. M and the Captain
work hard, it ain't easy keeping up
with all the crooks.

G NCER
| guess it's hard work counting al
that nmoney. But | heard your wfe
has you on a short |eash these days.



SERCGEANT MONDAY
Baby, you know | wear the pants in
my house. So did you mss ne?

G nger | ooks up at Sergeant Monday.

A NGER
Wel |l Frankie there's not that nuch
to m ss!
(Playfully)

So did you cone in to talk or get a
free beer or what?

Sergeant Monday | ooks at G nger lustfully and then | ooks at
the back room He gently pushes Gnger. The two go into
t he backroom Speedy plays sonething on the piano.

FADE QUT:

I NT. I NSIDE LI SA LOSERS LOUNGE -- LATER
(JOEY FERDI NANDO, LI SA LOSERS, MARI ANA WALKER, G NGER)

Joey enters the bar he is wearing his trench coat he | ooks
around the bar and goes over to where Lisa is still reading
t he paper.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Have you seen Razor?

Li sa | ooks up at Joey.

LI SA LOSERS
No he has not been in yet today.
Where have you been all day? | saw

Regina that Lawyer's w fe going up
to your office earlier.
(inquisitively)
Joey starts to walk toward an enpty table.

JOEY FERDI NANDO

Look Lisa you know ne, |'ve been
working. It's a hard job but soneone
has to do it.
(Joki ngly)
LI SA LOSERS

You should be a little bit nore choosy
about who you do it do.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
oK. How about a beer, and not all
f oam

Razor arrives and sets down with Joey giving himsone
pictures. Lisa brings themboth a small beer.



A young woman, Mariana Wl ker, enters the bar, she | ooks
haggard and hungry, not frighten but worried. Her presents
radi ates sexuality. She approaches Lisa.

MARI ANA WALKER
H, Are you the owner?

Li sa | ooks the young girl over.
LI SA LOSERS
Look kid are you old enough to be in
her e?

Mari ana hands Lisa a fake |ID. Lisa | ooks at it, | ooks at
Mar i ana. Li sa shakes her head a little.

LI SA LOSERS ( CONT' D)

Well it says you're old enough so |
guess if you want to you can have a
beer.

Mari ana takes the fake I D back from Li sa.

MARI ANA WALKER

No I was wanting a job

(pause)
| ama real hard worker. | can do
anyt hi ng, cook, waitress, you nane
it and | can do it. Fred told ne to
ask you about a j ob.

(Al nost pleading with

Li sa)

Li sa takes a deep breath and | ooks down.

LI SA LOSERS

Look, lets see its Mariana, you know
we get a lot of rough lonely guys in
here and well with soneone |ike you,
they are going to, you know, ask you
out and well, if you turn them al
down, all the tinme, they wll take
t heir busi ness el sewhere.

(brief pause)
Do you know what | nean?

For a nmoment Mariana has a puzzled |ook on her face, then
she understands what Lisa is saying.

MARI ANA WALKER
Well | like dating guys and having
fun, | mean there are sonme guys that
| don't want to go out with, you
know guys that are real nmean. But
yeah | would go out with sone of

t hem
( MORE)



MARI ANA WALKER ( CONT' D)
(Looki ng at the people
in the bar)
But | amnot a whore, | don't have
to do that. Do I ?

LI SA LOSERS
That's up to you. But with your
| ooks, anyway, You work weekends and
on Mondays when G nger is off. |If
that works out maybe later on | can
give you nore hours. Can you start
now?

MARI ANA WALKER
Sur e.

G nger returns fromthe back roomw th a bored | ook on her
face. Sergeant Frank Monday returns smling |like he swall owed
the cat. Sergeant Frank Monday spots Joey and Razor at a

t abl e.

CUT TO

INT. | NSIDE LI SA LOSERS LOUNGE -- CONTI NUOUS
( SERGEANT MONDAY, RAZOR _, JOEY FERDI NANDO)

Sergeant Frank Monday wal ks over to Joey's table. Joey | ooks
up into Sergeant Monday's eyes. Razor |ooks down and avoi ds
| ooking directly at Sergeant Monday.

SERGEANT MONDAY
Look what the cat dragged in !
(Pause)

Sergeant Monday wal ks cl oser to Joey's table.

SERGEANT MONDAY ( CONT' D)
| just wondered how you peeping Tons
i ke hiding around wat chi ng ot her
people do it. That's a strange way
to get your rocks!

(di sgustingly)
And Razor what do you know about
Ji mry passing sonme bad paper?

RAZOR _
Sergeant, | don't know not hi ng,
ain't seen Jimmy in weeks.

Razor | ooks up at Joey who slowy gets up out of his chair.
Sergeant Monday | ooks Joey in the eyes and takes a step cl oser
to him



JOEY FERDI NANDO
Franki e
(pause)
Wiy are you al ways picking on Razor?

SERGEANT MONDAY
That's Sergeant Monday to you! And
remenber Joey, | ware the badge
around here, so | wouldn't try
anything if | were you.

Sergeant Frank Monday turns around.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Don't worry Frankie, now s not the
time or the place. But soneday you're
gonna get get what's conming to you

Sergeant Monday wal ks away. Joey sets back down.
CUT TO

EXT. |INSIDE LI SA LOSERS LOUNGE -- CONTI NUOUS
(G NGER, LI SA LOSERS)

Lisais in the front of the bar with Mariana. Lisa notions
over for G nger. @G nger wal ks over to Lisa.

LI SA LOSERS
G nger this is Mariana. She is
starting to work here today can you
take Mariana to the backroom and
find some sexy clothes that she can
wear ?

G nger | ooks over Mari ana.

G NCGER
We're taking emkind of young aren't
we? Sure. Cone with me honey.

G nger and Mariana wal k toward the backroom
DI SSOLVE TO

| NT. THE BACKROOM - - CONTI NUOUS
(G NGER, MARI ANA WALKER)

In the backroomis an old snmall bed, a chair off to one side,
there is a small table with a radio on it, next to the table
is a closet. Mariana | ooks at the room and the nessed up bed
remenberi ng seei ng G nger and Sergeant Monday com ng from
the room Mariana is staring at the bed.

G NGER
Honey | ook, what's your nane?
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MARI ANA WALKER
Mar i ana.

G NGER

Mari ana, | ook back during the War
this was a real whorehouse. The
backroom went back about twenty or
thirty feet. Lets see there were
about eight roonms. And honey those
sailors fromthe Base would all cone
here. The girls were clean and we
were a hell of a |ot cheaper than
those girls in Chicago.

(Watching Mariana's

reaction)
You know | started working here in
44 and | was the favorite girl here.
Al the boys would tip nme good, maybe
one or two dollars over the ten we
woul d charge. This wasn't sone cheap
t hree dol |l ar whorehouse |ike on the
South Side, No sir we had |ots of
bi g shots from Chi cago cone down
here, honey | even did an assistant
to the Governor in 45, god was he an
ass hole. But Sweetie, you know
sonetinme | mss those days. But
wel | the Mayor told Lisa she had to
cl ose down the house, you know after
he was el ected and had been in office
for a while. Except for Frank, |
mean Sergeant Monday and Captain
Mor gan MacPhearson we are not all owed
to screw any custoners back here.

(pause)

G NGER (CONT' D)
And listen if the Captain or the
Sergeant ever want anything from
you, you give it to them That's the
way Lisa pay's off the heat. The
Captain and the Sergeant are on the
t ake, they shake down everyone, sone
peopl e think they even shake down
the Mayor! But if you pickup a trick
you can take emto your apartnent.
Honey where do you live at?

MARI ANA WALKER
Over on 18th Avenue in the Cataconbs.
Do you know t he pl ace?

G nger is looking for some clothes for Mariana and hands
Mari ana a bl ouse.
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G NGER
Yeah, | lived there for a couple
years, hell | think everyone has

lived there one tine or another.
Fred the Sup is OK he keeps out al
the crazy people, just don't have a
real loud party especially in the
sutmmer.  And as | ong as you got your
rent nmoney he will nost likely |eave
you al one. You net Fred haven't
you?

Mari ana | ooks down at the floor and blushes just a little.

MARI ANA WALKER
Yes | net him
(Softy)
So as long as | pay ny rent he

G NGER

Yeah | see you net Fred,

(1 aughi ng)
Look honey just start paying your
rent and rmaybe once in awhile you
know every other nonth or so go see
him And | ook don't feel bad, beside
Fred is a good guy, if you ever need
anything he will help you out and he

won't nmake you feel |ike you got to
spread em

(pausi nQg)
Here this skirt should fit. Try it
on.

Mari ana noves out of the light to change. She |ooks very
sexy in the outfit.

MARI ANA WALKER
So Lisa was , a you know

G NGER
No she ran the place. She was the
Mayor's girl back then. She and the
Mayor go back a ways. You know
about the kid?

MARI ANA WAL KER
No.

G NGER
Wel| she has a son, lets see he is
19 now. He is in College at Chanpain -
U bana. Next year he w || graduate,
he'll be an Engi neer. Mst folks
believe he is the Mayors boy and
that the Mayor is paying for himto
go to school.



MARI ANA WALKER
What do you know about the guy in
the trench coat.

G NGER
Honey that's Joey and he is way out
of your |eague, that is until you
marry some rich guy and want to get
hi s noney.

Mari ana | ooks conf used.

G NGER (CONT' D)
You see Joey is a private detective,
and those gol d diggers, you know t he
frustrated housew ves, well they
hire Joey to catch their cheating
husbands and honey you know al |
husbands cheat, believe nme | know.

Mariana is brushing her outfit off.

MARI ANA WALKER
Has he al ways been a private Eye?

G NGER

No, he was a cop for a couple of
years here in Passionville until
| ast August and oh yeah he was a cop
in Chicago but | heard he was ki cked
off the force. Also Joey tried to
enlist after Pearl Harbor but the
Arnmy wouldn't take him |'m not
sure why.

(a brief pause)
Look if you want a job here you
need to get hopping.

Mariana turns around as if she is nodeling.

But G nger looks a little envious at the younger

MARI ANA WALKER
How do | | ook?

G NCER
Not that bad for sone green Kkid.

Mar i ana.

12.

Mariana is ready to start to work and wal ks back into the

bar .
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DI SSCLVE TO

INT. JOE'S OFFI CE -- AFTERNOON TWO WEEKS LATER
(JOEY FERDI NANDO, MAYOR HERVANN PAXTON)

Joey is setting at his desk office drinking a cup of coffee
and readi ng a book. Soneone knocks on the door.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Its open.

(yell'ing)

The door opens and a man ol der than Joey who is well dressed
enters the office.

JOEY FERDI NANDO ( CONT' D)
Mayor, what do | owe the honor of
your visit? |1'mfresh out of noney
for a canpaign contribution.
(j okel ess)

The Mayor stands in front of the desk.

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Yes good norning, wait you seemto
al ways be a sleep in the norning so
it nust be |ate afternoon, anyway
how are things going?

JCEY FERDI NANDO

Come on Mayor you know | never sleep
at night Renmenber | use to work the
night shift that's when the crooks
are out.

(pause)
You want to know how thi ngs are goi ng?
Things aren't too bad. But | am
sure you didn't cone down here to
check out ny health.

The Mayor | ooks Joey in the eyes.

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON

Look Joey, you have got to drop the
| awyer case. Erwin is a big political
contributor and I don't want to stir
anything up. | think you know what
| nmean.

(a brief pause)
"Il see to it that Erwin cones and
t hank you personally. Here read
this
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14.
The Mayor hands Joey a piece of paper.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Al shit a statenment fromthe ml kman.
(readi ng the statenent)
So what does the | awer want?

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
You tell her he is not cheating on
her. He will start giving her the
al | onance again, just get her cal ned
down at least for a few nonths. K

Joey sets the paper down on his desk

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Sur e.

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Thanks.

The Mayor gets up and | eaves. Joey |ooks up at the ceiling
rolling his eyes exhales a big breath and shakes his head
no, wondering where his next client wll come from

DI SSCLVE TO

I NT. I NSIDE LI SA LOSERS LOUNGE -- LATER THAT NI GHT 10
( SPEEDY, MARI ANA WALKER, CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSQON, G NCGER
JCEY FERDI NANDO, LI SA LOSERS, RAZOR)

Speedy and Mariana are at the front of the Bar talking.

SPEEDY
Baby you know | ast ni ght was great.
| nmean it. You inspire ne.

Mariana |l ooks a little concerned.

MARI ANA WALKER
Look Speedy | enjoyed | ast night,
but I don't want it to get too
serious. You are a nice guy.

Joey is finishing a beer Razor has gotten up and gone over
to the bar. Captain Mrgan MacPhearson enters the bar and
Speedy noves to another table. The Captain | ooks at Joey, he
glares at him

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
Get the hell out of this bar now
( Shout i ng)
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The Captain takes a few steeps toward Joey. Razor hol ds out
his hand trying to stop the Captain. The Captain grabs Razor
and pushes himto the side. Joey ignores himand continues
to drink his beer. Li sa runs over to the Captain who appears
to be alittle drunk. She is trying to cal mhi mdown.

Mari ana goes over to G nger.

MARI ANA WALKER
What's going on? Who is that?

G NGER

That's Captain Morgan MacPhear son
remenber | nentioned he woul d be
visiting the Bar, he always wants
me. Anyway about seven nonths ago
when Joey was on the police force

t he Captain cones hone early and he
catches Joey in bed with his wfe.

Mari ana | ooks very surprised.

MARI ANA WALKER
What happen?

G NGER
Well Joey hightailed it out of there.
But later the Captain planted sone
stol en merchandi se in Joey's apartnent
and Joey was kicked off the force.
Even the Mayor couldn't help him
Did | tell you Joey and the Mayor
are tight, | think Joey has something
on the Mayor. Well the Mayor did
hel p Joey get his Private Detective
i cense.

Lisa finally gets the Captain cal ned down.

The Captain points at Mariana and ask Lisa about her. The
Captain wants to take her to the back room but Lisa is concern
that the Captain is a little drunk and upset at seeing Joey
and m ght hurt Mariana. G nger conmes over to themas if
offering herself to the Captain. The Captain pushes her away
and notions for Mariana to cone with himto the backroom

Mari ana obliges and they go into the backroom Joey gets up

to | eave and stops to speak to Lisa.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Do you want ne to stay?

Li sa | ooks around then | ooks at Joey.

LI SA LOSERS
No | think you shoul d | eave.
Everything is OK.  He won't hurt
her. Everything will be fine.
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16.
Joey notions OK and wal ks out the door.
CUT TO
| NT. THE BACKROOM -- MOMENTS LATER 11

The door leading to the backroomjust passed the bar has a
| arge frosted glass on it. Mariana is taking off her clothes
with the Captain |ooking lustfully at her. She only has her
bra and panties on as the Captain lunges at her. The camera
pul | s back passed the door to watch the sil houette of the
Captain ripping off the rest of her clothes and pushing her
to the bed. People in the bar are going about as if nothing
i s happening as the canera noves out.

FADE QUT:

| NT. THE BACKROOM -- LATER 12
(CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON, MARI ANA WALKER)

Captai n Morgan MacPhearson is finishing putting his clothes
on. The Radio is playing. Mariana is dressed and is
strai ghtening out herself.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
That was all right kid you did good.
So kid what's your name?

Mari ana | ooks up at the Captain.

MARI ANA WALKER
Mariana Wal ker 1'm from Kansas City.

The Captain |looks Iike he is trying to remenber sonething.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
So did you know a Evan Wl ker that
was a Road buil der?

Mari ana seens very surprised.

MARI ANA WALKER
Yes, he was ny father. He is dead.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
What happened?

MARI ANA WALKER
He was killed in a car accident.
He was drunk, it was after | ran
away from hone.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
Wy did you run away from hone?
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14

17.

MARI ANA WALKER
VWhen he cane hone fromthe war he
was di fferent, he hurt ne.

The Captain noves away from Mari ana

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
Did he beat you?

MARI ANA WALKER
No, not that. You know he used ne.
(sadly)

Mari ana stops tal king. She | ooks down at the floor. She

al nost sheds a tear. The Captain storns out of the backroom
and out of the bar without saying a word to anyone. He has
a very stern |l ook on his face.

FADE QUT:

I NT. | NSIDE LI SA LOSERS LOUNGE -- LATER THAT NI GHT 13
( SPEEDY, LI SA LOSERS)

The bar is closing. Mariana is leaving with Speedy. She has
her arnms around him They are both | aughing.

LI SA LOSERS
You guys be careful it is going to
be a very cold night.

Slowmy all the lights in the bar are turned off and Lisa
| eaves the bar.

FADE QUT:

INT. JOE'S OFFICE -- AFTERNOON A FEW DAYS LATER 14
(JOEY FERDI NANDO, REG NA CORNELI US, RAZOR )

It's afternoon, Joey is talking to the lawer's wife who is
seated at his desk

JCOEY FERDI NANDO
Look Regina like |I was telling you I
foll owed your husband for the | ast
two weeks, and he is not cheating on
you.

Regi na | ooks di sappoi nt ed.

REG NA CORNELI US
Joey, that's hard to believe.
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JOEY FERDI NANDO

| know. There is nore. | talked to
himthe other day. But you need to
read this.

Joey hands her the paper the Mayor gave him

JOEY FERDI NANDO ( CONT' D)
As you see it's a notarized statenent
fromthe m | kman saying you seduced
hi m

Regi na throws the paper down on Joey's desk and starts to
get up.

REG NA CORNELI US
That no good cheating bastard can't
get away with this.

Joey grabs her arm before she is able to get out of his reach.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Look sit down | said there is nore.

Regi na sets down grudgi ngly.

JOEY FERDI NANDO ( CONT' D)
Your husband is going to start giving
you your allowance again, just like
before. But if he hears of you
fooling around again he will divorce
you and with this statenment you won't
get a damm thing. Now I think he is
bei ng generous. He could divorce
you now and you woul d be out on the
streets, so ny advice is to accept
his offer.

Regina is starting to cry alittle. Joey gets up and goes
over to her. He hands her a Kl eenex.

REG NA CORNELI US
What am | going to do?
(pause)
| nmean didn't what happen with us
mean anything to you?
(Pl eadi ng)
| thought you were on ny side!

(angry)
Joey noves back and takes a deep breath.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Look Lady, what happen neant one
hundred dollars that | didn't collect.
( MORE)
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JOEY FERDI NANDO ( CONT' D)
Hel | as much as you enjoyed yourself
you shoul d have paid nme. Let ne
tell you sonething you ain't that
great in bed, I've had better.

REG NA CORNELI US
That's a terrible thing to say to
me. | saw the lust in your eyes,
you wanted ne the nonent that you
saw nme. Cone on Joey you want ne
now don't you? | can tell.

She noves her hand over top Joey's crouch and starts to unzip
his pants as she gently bites his ear. Joey pushes her away
and noves back.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
This time no dice , didn't you hear

what | said. |[If he catches you again
it's all over. So you need to be a
good girl.

(a brief pause)
O at |east don't get caught.

Regi na gets up and | eaves, Joey wal ks her to the door. Joey
cones back and sets at his desk. Razor cones into the
of fice.

RAZOR _
So how did it go? She |ooks upset
boss. W got any nore clients?

Joey shrugs his shoulders, and rolls his eyes.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
As far as that dane goes, don't bet
on a long marriage.

(a long sigh)

| don't know Razor. You know I w sh
| could get out of this racket. 1I'd
rather be a cop on the beat trying
to catch crooks. | enjoyed trying
to outsmart them it's |like a ganme
of poker, it's twenty percent | uck
and eighty percents smarts.

RAZOR _
Well I"'mkind of glad you ain't a
cop no nore boss, you know t oo many
of ny buddies are on the shady side
of things. But if you hadn't help
me out |'d probably be in Joliet now
doing 15 to life.

Joey gets up and notions for Razor to cone al ong
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JOEY FERDI NANDO
Let's go get a drink.

They head out the door.

FADE QUT:

INT. | NSIDE LI SA LOSERS LOUNGE -- LATER THAT EVENI NG 15
( SPEEDY, MARI ANA WALKER, RICH, JOEY FERDI NANDO, LI SA LOSERS,
G NGER)

Joey and Razor are in the bar having a drink. Speedy is
setting at a table and Mariana is standing there they both
| ook upset.

MARI ANA WALKER
| don't understand why you take al
those pills. You' re always taking
them  Sonmetines you act |ike a crazy
person .

Speedy stands up.

SPEEDY
Yeah | don't know why you have to go
screw every man that wal ks in the
bar .

(angrily)

MARI ANA WALKER
Look Speedy | told you not to get
too serious and for the record |
don't screw every man that wal ks
into the bar. You're just pissed
that I went out with this guy | ast
night. But you were so out of it
that you didn't even notice that |
was here. You need to grow up!
|"ve got to get back to work.

Mariana is working and brings a new guy a drink, Rich.

RI CH
So what's your baby?

Mariana is trying to be nice but she is annoyed.

MARI ANA WALKER
Mar i ana.
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Rich is touching Mariana arm giving her the once over.

RI CH
So you had a fight wth your
boyfriend? So what tine to get get
of f work? How would you like to go
out with a real nman?

Rich is touching Mariana as she tries to nove back

MARI ANA WALKER
Look, just drink your drink. [I've
got work now

Rich grabs at Mariana and Mariana tries to get himto behave
but he is persistent.

Rl CH
Come on baby | got just what you
need! You know you want it.

He tries to westle her to the floor. Joey junps up and
decks Rich with a right hand. Mariana is a little shaken up.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Are you OK?

Mari ana dust herself off.

MARI ANA WALKER
Yeah | amfine. Thank you. |

Mariana starts to cry.

MARI ANA WALKER ( CONT' D)
Wiy do they treat nme this way? Wy?

Lisa comes over and !ooks at Rich still on the floor who is
j ust regaining consci ousness.

LI SA LOSERS
Mari ana, why don't you go honme, take
the rest of the night off. Come on
back to work tonorrow.

MARI ANA WALKER
k.
(crying a little)

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Do you want ne to wal k you home?

Mari ana doesn't answer she just takes his armand they |eave
t he Lounge.
G nger is very upset when she sees Joey | eave with Mari ana.

FADE QUT:
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I NT. I N THE HALLWAY OF MARI ANA' S APARTMENT -- LATER 16
( MARI ANA WALKER, JCEY FERDI NANDO)

Mariana and Joey are in the hallway of her apartnent.

MARI ANA WALKER
Wul d you like to come in for some
cof fee?
(inviting)

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Sur e

They enter Mariana's small apartnent.
DI SSOLVE TO

| NT. MARI ANA" APARTMENT -- CONTI NUOUS 17
(JOEY FERDI NANDO, MARI ANA WALKER)

The apartnent is al nost bare except for a bed and a smal
table with a hot plate and one chair and a small dresser by
the bed with a 5 by 7 picture on top of it. Joey |ooks around
the apartnent as he sits down in on the bed He |ooks at the
picture. It is of a man and a very young girl.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Is that you in the picture?

Mari ana | ooks up at the picture and them back at Joey.

MARI ANA WALKER
Yes, that's nme when | was nine years
old. That's ny father Evan. That's
the way | try to renenber him

Mariana sits down on the bed besi de Joey.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Did he die during the war?

Mari ana | owers her head.

MARI ANA WALKER
No he was killed in a car accident
| ast year. He was in the arny but
he was injured and di scharged. The
accident was after | ran away from
hone.
(sadly)

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Were are you from Mari ana?
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MARI ANA WAL KER

Kansas City. | keep the picture
because that's the way | want to
remenber him | was thirteen when
he was di scharged, | had been |iving
with ny aunt and uncle. M/ Mot her
was in a nental Hospital. She had a
break down when he went into the
arny.

Mariana gets up picks up the picture |ooks at it and takes
it back to the chair and sits down.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
What happen to you after father when
he returned?

Mari ana | ooks down at the table.

MARI ANA WALKER

He would drink a lot. One night he
had been drinking and he ask ne to
cone sleep with him Then he started
to touch nme, and,

(pausing taking a

deep breath)
Wel | you know he used me, sexually.

Joey | ooks her in the eye. She is alnost ready to cry.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
That's OK | get the picture.

Mariana hold's out her hand |ike she is stopping Joey.

MARI ANA WALKER
| felt terrible | believed it was ny
fault. He kept on doing that to ne.
When | was fourteen he nmade ne quit

school. We were having a hard tine
making it living off his disability
paynments. | did laundry for people.

Ri ght before ny fifteenth birthday I
got pregnant. He took me to soneone
to take care of it. Something went
wong and | ended up in the hospital
for two weeks. They told nme | could
never have children. After that he
left ne alone for awhile. Then he
started again. | ran away from hone
before ny eighteenth birthday, first
to St Louis where this church took
me in and found a place for ne to
live, but before long the man in the
house where | was staying, well he
with started in on ne, you know sex,
( MORE)
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MARI ANA WALKER ( CONT' D)

so | left there and cane here. Joey
why did this happen to ne.
(crying)
Mari ana hugs Joey she is still crying. Joey kisses her

forehead. Mariana hugs him harder. Then he kisses her on
the nouth. She rubs her hand in his hair and they continue
to kiss. She | ooks up at Joey.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
You know you got a bumrap but you've
got to keep on going. Wat's up
wi th you and Speedy?

MARI ANA WALKER
Oh, | like Speedy, | nean he's K
you know, but well it's just Physical.

Joey nods his head. He stares at Mariana and starts kissing
her with passion. They kiss passionately for awhile.

MARI ANA WALKER ( CONT' D)
Pl ease Joey stay with ne tonight.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
| don't know if | should, | want to,
but look, I don't want you to think
of me like all the rest.

MARI ANA WAL KER

How could I.. Please stay with ne.
JCEY FERDI NANDO

Mariana, | won't |et anyone hurt you

agai n.

Joey ki sses her again and he hugs her.

FADE QUT:

FADE | N:
| NT. MARI ANA" APARTMENT -- LATER ABQUT 3: 30 AM

Mariana is asleep in her bed. As the Canera pulls back we
see she is alone. It is dark in her roomwith the light only
showi ng on her face. Sonething falls to the floor. Mariana
noves her head but doesn't wake-up. A silhouette of a person
who slowy puts his hand around Mariana's neck. Mariana wakes
and tries to scream but the person uses their armto bl ock
her nout h. She struggles and ki cks, kicking off nobst of the
sheets from her naked body. The person grunts as he applies
nore pressure to her neck. Finally there is no novenent. She
is dead. The person renoves their hands and stares at her
for a nonent. He surveys the room starts to | eave, stops

18
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and grabs the picture of Mariana and her father that Mariana
had on her dresser, then he |eaves.

DI SSOLVE TO
INT. JOE'S OFFI CE -- LATER 3:45 AM

Joey cones into his office-apartnent door. He |ooks very
confused, maybe angry. He | ooks at his hands and shakes his
head no. He pours hinself a tall drink of whiskey and gul ps
it down. He throws the glass to the floor and puts his head
bet ween hi s hands, shaking his head.

DI SSCLVE TO

EXT. JOE'S OFFI CE -- MORNI NG 10: 30 AM
(JASON CAMPBELL, JOEY FERDI NANDO, SERGEANT MONDAY, CAPTAI N
MORGAN MACPHEARSON)

Joey is asleep on his couch when with a thunderous noi se two
men bust into his office. It's Sergeant Monday and Jason
Campbel | a uniformed police officer. The Sergeant has his
gun drawn. Joey wakes up and is nad.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
What's the big idea.

SERCGEANT MONDAY
Put your hands up. Were is your
pi ece?

Joey slowy raises his hand and points with his finger to
the table. Jason gets Joey's gun.

SERGEANT MONDAY ( CONT' D)
Go tell the Captain it's OKto cone
in.

Jason | eaves the room

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Wiy didn't you knock?

Sergeant Monday is |ooking at the stuff on Joey's desk.
SERGEANT MONDAY
| did knock and soneone said cone
in. Were were you |ast night?

Joey slowly lowers his hands as he puts his trousers on.

19
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JCEY FERDI NANDO
| can't renmenber, that was too |ong
ago.
(sarcastically)

Ser geant Monday pushes Joey back into the couch
and slugs himin the face.

SERGEANT MONDAY
You better cooperate with us, you're
in big trouble.

Capt ai n MacPhear son and Jason Canpbell conme into the room
The Captain | ooks around the room and | ooks at Joey who is
rubbing is chin where Sergeant Monday hit him

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
Sergeant, let's not ruff himup too
nmuch.
(pause)
Save some for ne.

Joey | ooks around the roomas he slowly sets up.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON ( CONT' D)
Look Joey we know you went to
Mari ana's house |ast night and you
didn't get back here until al nost
4.00 AM Is that right.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
So what, last tinme | | ooked that's
not a crine.

Joey gets back up off the couch | ooking at the Captain.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
So how was she when you left.

Joey looks a little confused by the question.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
She was asl eep.

The Captain noves closer to Joey, alnost face to face.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
VWl |l someone nade sure she didn't
wake up this norning.

Joey shakes his head in disbelief.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
What do you nmean?



27.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
She is dead, she was strangled | ast
ni ght .

The Captain turns to Jason Canpbell.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON ( CONT' D)
cuff him

Joey tries to nove back as Sergeant Mnday grabs him

JCEY FERDI NANDO
You don't have anything on ne! Look
Captain this is going too far all
because of your wfe!

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
This has nothing to do with her.
You' re suppose to be a smart cop.
What woul d you do if soneone was the
| ast known person to talk to a dead
man?

Joey doesn't reply.

SERGEANT MONDAY
Answer the Captain!

Joey | ooks around the room

JOEY FERDI NANDO
| woul d question any suspect. But |
didn't kill her. You know me, |
couldn't do sonmething |ike that.
(enotional)

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
Maybe not, but your com ng down to
headquarters for questioning.

The Captain and Sergeant Monday | eave the room They turn
to ook at Joey then each other.

SERGEANT MONDAY
| guess you were right Captain.

The two | eave the room

JASON CAMPBELL
Joey I'msorry but orders are orders.

Joey is cuffed and they | eave his office.

FADE QUT:
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FADE | N:

| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM - - LATER THAT NI GHT
( CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON, JCEY FERDI NANDO, JASON CAMPBELL
SERCEANT MONDAY, MAYOR HERVANN PAXTON)

In a small roomw th a |light hanging fromthe ceiling above
a small table, Joey is setting; Captain MacPhearson and
Sergeant Monday are standi ng noving about. The roomis dark
except for the light fromthe ceiling.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
K go over what happen one nore tine.

Joey looks tired. He takes a deep breath and exhal es.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Look Captain how many tines do |
need to tell you what happened.

Jason Canpbell a unifornmed police officer enters the room
with a piece of paper. He hands it to the Captain who reads
it and noves his head up and down a little. He hands the
pi ece of paper to Sergeant Mnday. Sergeant Monday reads
the notes | ooks at the Captain and then at Joey. Sergeant
Monday hands the piece of paper back to the Captain.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
K you claimyou left Wal ker's
apartnent at about 3:15 AMis that
correct?

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Yes, | told you that a hundred tines.

The Captain throws the paper down beside Joey. Joey picks up
the paper and reads it. It is the corner's report.

JOEY FERDI NANDO ( CONT' D)
Hum The corner's report. |t says
the tine of death is sonetine between
2:30- 3:30 AM
(Pause as if thinking)
So maybe the killer was in the room
about the tine that | left.

The Captain grabs the paper from Joey. Just then the Mayor
bursts into the room

MAYOR HERVMANN PAXTON
What the hell is going on here? !
(Loudl y dermandi ng)
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CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
That girl at

MAYOR HERVMANN PAXTON
| know Look Captain you damm wel |
better have sone evidence agai nst
Joey, Understand? Good god nan you
can't question sonmeone for eight
hours straight! Now | eave us al one
for a few m nutes!

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
I'mafraid | can't do that Sir

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Captain do you want ne to call the
Chief. Now get the hell out of here.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
You know, | know nore about Joey
than you think. | know what happen
in the past. It makes ne sick to
t hi nk what he has done. This tine
t hi ngs have gotten out of hand and
Mayor you can't protect him

The Captain and Sergeant Monday reluctantly | eave the room
The Mayor sits down and | ooks Joey in the face.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
| did not kill Mariana the police
are wasting time interrogating ne.
They shoul d be | ooking for the real
killer. 1'mNot positive | think
may have an idea of who did it.

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Look Joey you had better find the
killer fast. The Captain is a | oose
cannon. You and | don't need this
kind of scrutiny we have too nuch to
| oose.

Joey shakes his head in agreenent. The Mayor opens the door
and the Captain and Sergeant Monday return to the room

MAYOR HERVANN PAXTON ( CONT' D)
Rel ease hi m now

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
But your Honor, he

MAYOR HERMANN  PAXTON
Now



CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON

K you are free to | eave, but
understand you are our nunber one
suspect. | amcalling the Prosecutor
and requesting that he convene a
Grand Jury to Investigate this
terrible murder. If they indite

you, even the Mayor won't be able
to help you then.

30.

The Captain and Sergeant Monday | eave the room sl anm ng the
door. Joey gets up as the Mayor opens the door for him

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Look you don't have nmuch tinme. Tel
me what you know.

Joey | ooks up at the Mayor.

JOEY FERDI NANDO

| was with her last night, | left

her apartnent at about 3:15. The
coroner's report said she was killed
between 2:30 and 3:30. So the killer
may been there before | left. There
was a fight at the bar |ast night.
This guy was getting ruff with Mariana

so | decked him | don't know who
he is but maybe he foll owed us and
killed her.

The Mayor nods his head as he and Joey slowy nove to the

door.

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
What about the girl. She was just a
kid. Every tinme you get nessed up
w th some young kid you get yourself
in trouble. This tine at |east she
was 18 and not a Judge's daughter.

Joey | ooks upset.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Look don't preach to me now. Mariana
had a hard Iife. She was abused by
her father The girl deserved better

than this.
(pause)
| m exhaust ed | haven't had anyt hi ng
to eat all day. I'mgoing over to
Li sa's.

They both | eave the Interrogati on room

FADE QUT:



31.
FADE | N:

INT. CTY HALL -- MOMVENTS LATER
(RAZOR _, JCEY FERDI NANDO, MARTHA, ERW N CORNELI US)

Joey wal ks down the hallway at Gty Hall, the hallway is
dark and dirty. There is no one in the hallway. Joey sees
Razor and wal ks toward him Joey |eans against the wall as
Razor comes closer. Razor |ooks worried.

RAZOR _
Are you OK boss?

The two wal k down the hallway.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Yes | amfine, do you know who the
bum was that | decked out the night
before in the bar?

RAZOR _
No boss | never seen hi m before.
(a brief pause)
Boss the Captain's got the word on
the street that you're the killer
| think some people believe you did
it.

Just then Erwin Cornelius, the Lawer cones around the corner
with a young woman with him Erwin, who had not heard about
Joey, is happy to see Joey.

ERW N CORNELI US
Joey,
(Shakes hands with
Joey)
This is Martha, my uh, nmy assistant.

Joey | ooks at her like he knows better.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Madam

MARTHA
Pl eased to neet you Joey. You know
| heard all about you.
(Looki ng Joey over
fromhead to toe)

ERW N CORNELI US
| want to thank you for hel ping nme
out, uh, with ny wife's case. Here.
Take this for your trouble. 1In a
couple of nmonths I amgoing to dunp
ny two-timng wfe.

( MORE)
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ERW N CORNELI US ( CONT' D)
| just need to get sone noney
transferred first. Ri ght now, she
bel i eves she won't get any noney.

But when she finds out she can, |
know she will go after nme. M plan
is to go after the little cunt first.
You really hel ped nme out. |
appreciate it.

The Lawyer hands Joey five twenty dollar bills.

JCOEY FERDI NANDO
Thank you, uh good luck with
everyt hi ng.

ERW N CORNELI US
Joey you |l ook like beat, like you
coul d use sone rest.

Erwin and Martha | eave. Joey turns to Razor.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
| guess the word hadn't reached our
l awyer friend.

Joey hands two twenties to Razor.

JOEY FERDI NANDO ( CONT' D)
Here take this it could be a while
before | get another case or any
noney.

Razor | ooks at the noney and hands one of the twenties back
to Joey.

RAZOR _
Boss | think you need this nore than
| do.

Joey takes the noney.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Thanks, let's get over and see Lisa,
maybe she knows who the jerk was
[ ast night.

RAZOR _
Boss, | was tal king to Jason, you
know the flatfoot. And me told ne
that the Prosecutor is convening a
Grand Jury tonorrow for five days to
| ook into the nurder.

( MORE)
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RAZOR _ (CONT' D)
(Looki ng around to
make sure is |istening
to them
He told me he woul d keep his eyes
and ears open.

Joey nodes his head and they both start to | eave. Joey is
very tired As they are leaving Cty Hall Jason Canpbell, a
uni formed police officer stops them The police officer

| ooks around to nake sure no one sees him Joey turns to
Razor as they are wal ki ng out.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Look Razor, | don't have a | ot of
time to catch the real nurder

Razor nods his head as the two wal k down the hallway.
CUT TO

I NT. I NSIDE LI SA LOSERS LOUNGE -- LATER THAT EVEN NG 23
(LI SA LOSERS, JCEY FERDI NANDO)

The bar is alnost enpty. Lisa is working alone. She runs up
to Joey.

LI SA LOSERS
Are you OK?
(caring)

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Yes do you know

Li sa does not let himfinish, first |ooking around to be
sure no one can hear her.

LI SA LOSERS
Joey | don't know how to say this
but | suspect that G nger may have
had sonmething to do with Mariana's
murder. @G nger was real nmad when
you left wth Mariana | ast night and
| believe she was the one who told
the police that you left with Mriana.

Joey | ooks surprised.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
But Mari ana was strangl ed!

LI SA LOSERS
Joey you know G nger is al nobst as
strong as a guy.

( MORE)
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LI SA LOSERS ( CONT' D)
Renenber all the nen she has belted
when they tried to hit up on her and
she wasn't interested?

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Yeah, | remenber. Wiere is she.

LI SA LOSERS
That's the strange part, she sent
word that she would not be in today
and she al nost never skips work.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Li sa who was the bum |l ast night?

Joey looks tired. They all take a chair at a table up front.

LI SA LOSERS
| don't know nuch about him | think
his nanme is Rich and that he was
ei ther just passing through or woul d
be | eavi ng town soon.

Joey is exhausted after being interrogated all day and into
t he ni ght.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Have you seen Speedy?

LI SA LOSERS
Yeah, he cane around lunch tinme he
was all shaken up. He found her
body early this norning. He has
been popping pills ever since then.
He | ooks about three steps from death.
| sent himover to Kathy's place to
get sone rest.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Li sa do you think you could rustle
up sonething for nme to eat.

Li sa | ooks at Joey and shakes her head yes.

LI SA LOSERS
Joey I'Il fix a sandwi ch for you but
you | ook tired go up to your room
and get sone sleep and Razor and |
will try to find out about the guy,
besi de G nger won't be back at work
t onor r ow eveni ng.

Joey |l ooks at the clock it is alnbst eleven thirty. He nods
his head OK. Lisa |l eaves the table.
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Lisa returns with a sandwich and a small beer. Joey eats
sonme of the sandw ch and takes a big gulp of the beer. He
stands up and turns to Razor.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Razor wake me up before 9:30
t onor r ow.

Joey wal ks out of the bar. Razor goes over to where Lisa is
standi ng. They have a concerned | ook on their face.

FADE QUT:

FADE | N:

| NT. BACK I N JCEY' S APARTMENT -- DAY 11: 30 AM
(JOEY FERDI NANDO, RAZOR _, SPEEDY)

Razor is waking Joey up

JOEY FERDI NANDO
VWhat tine is it?

RAZOR _
It's 11: 30 boss but don't get nmad
|"ve been out working. | went to

G nger's apartnent and she wasn't
there but | ran into her neighbor
who works the second shift at the
printing plant. This guy had to work
overtinme the night of the nurder and
he cane honme at about 4:00 AM and he
saw G nger comng into the apartnent
buil ding then. And yeah boss Rich
was sone ki nd of sal esman who shoul d
be back in town before the week is
over.

Joey is putting his clothes on as Razor was talking.

Razor

JOEY FERDI NANDO
| wonder if G nger was the person
who killed Mariana? | never figured
she woul d do sonething Iike that.
You know she wasn't a bad kid as far
as danes go.

| ooks I|ike he is thinking of a reply.

RAZOR _
You're right boss but you know t hem
danes when they get all worked up
they can, well god help their victim

24
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JCEY FERDI NANDO
Come on Razor let's get over to the
| ounge and catch G nger.

RAZOR _
She ain't there boss, Lisa told ne
she woul d be back in by six o'clock.
And boss Speedy is |eaving town
tonight. He is catching the 7:15
for DC. He is down stairs do you
want to talk to him

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Yeah, tell himto cone here.

Razor goes to the door and yells.

RAZOR
Conme on the boss wants to talk to
you.

Joey and Razor sit down on the couch after Joey pulls a chair
for Speedy to sit in. Speedy cones into the room His eyes
are bl oodshot he | ooks si ck.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Sit down Speedy. You |look terrible!

SPEEDY
Yeah man | feel worse than | | ook.
Look no offense but you didn't do it
did you?
JOEY FERDI NANDO
No Speedy
(Pause)

Wiere is your suitcase? Razor tells
me your | eaving town.

SPEEDY
It's on ny back man, | hocked
everything | had, to get a train
ticket to DC

Speedy starts shaking he rubs is face.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Speedy you |l ook lIike you could use a
dri nk?

Joey reaches under the couch for his bottle. He hands it to
Speedy.

JOEY FERDI NANDO ( CONT' D)
Just take a big shot don't drink it
al 1!
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Speedy takes the bottle fromJoey and takes a slug. Coughs
and hands the bottle back to Joey.

SPEEDY
Thanks man, | had to sell all ny
shit, it's kind of ruff.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Speedy, I'mtrying to find out who
killed Mariana what do you renenber
about that night.

Speedy becones upset he al nobst starts to cry.

SPEEDY
| don't know man, she was a rea
ni ce kid.
(pause)
| kind of remenber us having a big
fight at the bar, after that things
are real fussy.

RAZOR _
Boss, he went over to Laraine's place
about an hour after you left the
bar .

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Damm Speedy, Laraine is alnost old
enough to be your nother!

SPEEDY
| think she had sonme shit, you know
me man | do anything to get sone
dope. But | don't remenber going
t here.

RAZOR
Boss he left Laraine's at about 8:00
AM went over to Mariana's apartnent,
he di scovered the body.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
|s that true?

SPEEDY
| don't know man. | renenber talking
to Sergeant Monday and | knew she
was dead. | was real broken up

RAZCOR

Boss | checked it out he didn't |eave
Laraine's until 8:00 AM
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JOEY FERDI NANDO
Speedy, do you renenber what Sergeant
Monday ask you and was the Captain
t here?

SPEEDY
| remenber a little, they knew where
| was | nean | renenber them saying
that | was at Laraine's |ast night.
They ask ne if you went home with
Mariana, | told them!| couldn't
remenber. The Captain got real nad,
he told nme to get the hell out of
Passionville fast if | knew what was
good for me. He ask Sergeant Monday
sonet hi ng about G nger, but | couldn't
hear everything that they said.
Then the Captain pushed nme down on
the floor and kicked ne, he told
Ser geant Monday sonething, | don't

know. Man, that's all | renenber, |
swear .
Joey |l ooks in his pocket and hands Speedy sone small bills.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Use this for food. Understand. So
who do you know in DC?

Speedy takes the noney and gets up.

SPEEDY
Thank's man, | know this cat there,
he's cool, you know what | nean, and
maybe | can get straight. Joey, you
catch that SOB that killed her!

Speedy | eaves. Joey | ooks around the room shakes his head.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Razor are you hungry?

RAZOR _
You know me boss | can eat anytine.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Good let's go up to the The Cerst
House to get sonething to eat, tine
we get back G nger should be at work.
| could use a good Gernman neal now,
sonething to really fill me up. No
other word on the Rich character?

RAZOR
No boss, he won't be back in town
for a few nore days.
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The two | eave Joey's office.

FADE QUT:
FADE | N:

I NT. I NSIDE LI SA LOSERS LOUNGE -- EVEN NG 25
(G NGER, LI SA LOSERS, JCEY FERDI NANDO, RAZOR _)

Just inside the doorway of the bar, Joey turns his head.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Razor go see if you find Tomry, he
stills owes me thirty bucks!

Joey enter the lounge. Lisa is talking to G nger who stares
at Joey in an angry sort of way. A couple of custoners also
| ook at Joey with disbelief on their face. Joey go over to
Lisa and G nger. G nger turns away but Lisa grabs her

LI SA LOSERS
G nger you need to talk to Joey.

G nger | ooks at Joey and Lisa. She is getting nad.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
G nger lets go into the backroom |
want to ask you sonme questions.

G NGER
| don't screw nurders!
(1 oud)

JOEY FERDI NANDO
You don't have to worry neither do
| !

G nger stares at Joey.

G NGER
What the hell is that supposed to
mean?

They both stare at each other for a few nonments until G nger
snaps her head back and wal ks toward the backroom Lisa

wat ches as they go to the back room She shakes her head as
if she is sick, then | ooks down.

CUT TO

| NT. THE BACKROOM -- MOMENTS LATER 26
(G NGER, JOEY FERDI NANDO, RAZOR )

Joey and G nger are in the backroom Both are standing.
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G nger is walking around circling Joey.

G NGER
You know the Captain told ne.
(pause)
So why did you kill her? Wuldn't
she give you a bl ow job?

JCEY FERDI NANDO
| didn't kill her, but | think that
maybe you did.
(angrily)

G NGER
You're crazy! Wiy would I kill the
little slut?

JCEY FERDI NANDO
So where were you the night of the
mur der and the next day?

G NGER
None of your damm busi ness. You
ain't no cop any nore.

(angrily)

JCEY FERDI NANDO
| just made it ny business. \Were

were you?
(pushy)
A NGER
Look | got no reason to kill her,
none! You were the one who was with
her | ast.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Wel | maybe you were jeal ous of
Mari ana, she was younger than you
all the regulars were hitting up on
her, and naybe you were jeal ous that
| took Mariana hone.

3 NGER
Fuck Youl!

G nger turns to | eave, Joey grabs her, G nger starts to knee
hi m but stops. Joey lets her go.

G nger doesn't say anything for a few nonents. G nger al nost
breaks down | ooki ng everywhere but into Joey's eyes.

G NGER (CONT' D)
You are right I was jeal ous of her
She was young, and pretty. She was
everything | used to be.

( MORE)
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G NGER (CONT' D)
And yes, | was angry that you took
her hone, because,
( pausi nQg)
You never took nme honme. Wiy didn't
you ever want to be with nme?

(crying)

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Look G nger, | amno good, | mean
anytime | get involved with a woman
bad things end up happening to her.
Sonetines a | ot worse than what
happened to Mariana. | hate nyself
after I get real close to a wonman.
| know | shouldn't. You can thank
your lucky stars we never got
t oget her.

G NGER
Well, you mean it? | don't know...

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Hey, you're still a terrific dane,
all right?

G NGER
Thanks, Joey.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
But listen, | still need to know
where you were when Mariana was
mur der ed.

G nger takes a deep breath and dries up the last of her tears
wi th a Kl eenex.
G NGER

| was with the Mayor the night of
the murder. The Mayor has a trick
apartnment and sent word to ne to
nmeet himthere. | went there and we
decided to go into the city the next
day. The Mayor wanted to get ne
sonething nice. So | went back to ny
apartnent at about 4:00 AMto clean
up and we caught the 6:00 AM for
Chicago and | didn't get back to ny
apartnment until about 10:30 PM | ast
night. Please don't tell Lisa.

Joey shakes his head.
JOEY FERDI NANDO

Oh G nger, | nmean how, well it's
none of ny business.
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G nger is stopping crying.

G NGER
Joey | amsorry about what | said.
Can | ask you a question?

Joey believes her. Beside the mayor will backup her story.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Sur e.

G NGER
Have you ever been married?

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Yes, | was just a Kid, 19. | had
just started working on the Chicago
police force, night beat. Kimhad
just turned 17. She was |ike a dream
| ong dark hair, dark conpl exi oned,
very thin, very hot bl ooded. Well
the truth is she becane bored because
| was working the night shift. The
marriage didn't |last a year. She
left me for sone two bit clown, you
know sone rough | ooking big guy. |
haven't seen her since,

G NGER
Did you try to | ook her up?

JOEY FERDI NANDO

No | believe she noved sonewhere
Sout h, maybe Nashville, but | am not
sure.

(pause)
| guess that just |eaves Rich as a
suspect in the nurder.

(as if thinking out

| oud)
What do you know about Rich.

G nger wipes the last of her tears off.

G NGER
Not hing much. Did Lisa tell you
about Mariana's uncl e?

Joey | ooks surprised

JOEY FERDI NANDO
VWhat ?

G NCER
Well Lisa told nme that the norning
after the nurder, this guy cones in
( MORE)



G NGER (CONT' D)
and asks for Mariana. Lisa ask who
he was and he says he was her uncle
who also lives in Kansas City. Lisa
tells himshe was found dead and
Lisa told nme there was no expression
on his face, no shock, no grief, he
just said '"oh well' and left | believe
she said he was staying in Chicago.
Don't you think that's strange?

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Hum G nger what did The Captain say
to you?

G nger | ooks up at Joey.

G NCER
He said that he thought you did it,
that you were upset about not having
any clients and that she nust have
said sonmet hing that set you off. He
told me there was no sign of a forced
entry and that you were the |ast
person to see her alive. He told ne
he had w tnesses of you entering and
| eavi ng the apartnent.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
But he still has no good notive, |
mean you know ne, and I am not a hot
head, well nmaybe | amjust a little,
but it takes a lot to set nme off.

Razor shouts through the door.

RAZOR _
Look boss | amsorry but Lisa just
told me about the uncle. And a cop
told Lisa the uncle would be down to
the Gty hall tonight to fill out
sone paper work as the next of kin.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Thanks Razor, 1'Il get down there,
do you know what he | ooks i ke.

RAZOR _
Yeah boss. Want ne to go with you?

JOEY FERDI NANDO
No, you get down to Carl's, he knows
every drifter that cones into down.
"1l Catch you | ater
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RAZOR
Ok boss.

They all |eave the backroom Joey puts his arnms around G nger
and she | ooks up at himand understands what he is trying
to say wwth his actions.

CUT TO

INT. CTY HALL -- LATER 27
(JOEY FERDI NANDO, TOM WALKER, JASON CAMPBELL)

Joey are wal king down a dark corridor. No one is there.
Joey see a shadow. An older man is wal king down the hal |l way.
Joey goes up to the stranger.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Are you Tom WAl ker

TOM WALKER
VWho wants to know?

They both stop wal ki ng.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
' m Joey Ferdi nando, | knew Mari ana.

TOM WALKER
So you're the one who killed her.
(nonchal ant)

JOEY FERDI NANDO
No, | didn't kill her, but | have
sone i deas of who may have. You
don't seemall that broken up about
her death. Were were you the night
she was kil l ed.

TOM WALKER
Look | don't have to tell you a dam
thing. You ain't no cop. | don't

care about the little slut. She got
what was com ng to her!

(pause)
But if you really care where | was,
| was on an overnight train here to
see her to get her to sign sone
papers.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
So you didn't |ike Mariana.
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TOM WALKER

No, its because of her that ny brother
is dead. You want to know what
happen, you really want to know?

(pausi ng)
You see when Evan, ny brother, cane
home fromthe war he couldn't get a
job because of the war injury. Well
she was 13 years old but acted |ike
she was 17 years old, she was dating
all kinds of nen, lots older then
she was. Well one night when she
was about 15 ny brother had been out
drinki ng and when he cane home she
seduced him The next day Evan felt
terrible, then a little later he
found out she was pregnant. Well he
took care of it, and for a few nonths
she cal med down. Then it started up
again. She would stay out all night
with all kinds of nmen. Evan told
her she had to stop and she told him
she would tell everyone he raped
her. He got mad and struck her.
The next day she ran away. A few
days | ater Evan was drinking, he
canme over to see nme and told ne what
had happened. On his way back home
he was in a car accident and kill ed.

She was just a bad girl , | nmean she
was a slut, believe me | know. That's
all I got to say. Understand?

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Wait a mnute, she stayed with you
whi l e your brother was away during
the war, isn't that right.

TOM WALKER
| don't have anything el se to say.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Yeah | bet | know what kind of uncle
you were.

Tom pushes Joey away and wal ks away. Joey is nad.

Jason Canpbel |, a police officer cones up and | ooks around
to make sure no one sees him

JASON CAMPBELL
Look Joey it |ooks like the G and
Jury will have their report in two
days and things are not | ooking good
for you.
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JOEY FERDI NANDO
Thanks for the information. Don' t
worry about nme.

Jason | eaves.
CUT TO

INT. | NSIDE LI SA LOSERS LOUNGE -- AFTERNOON THE NEXT DAY 28
( SERGEANT MONDAY, RAZOR )

Razor is at a table alone. Sergeant Monday conmes over to
his table and sits down.

SERGEANT MONDAY
Well it |ooks like your boy will be
taking a long vacation, and it
couldn't have happen to a nicer guy.
Now no one will be able to keep the
heat off you. You know Razor your
free ride is over, its time to start
paying rent, if you get my drift.
So tonorrow ni ght have one hundred
bucks, that's for me and the Captain
to split. WE know you run sone
nunbers and do a little book, | hear
fromtinme to tinme you fence sone
ice, so one hundred dollars a nonth
ain't going to hurt you none.

RAZOR _
Look Sergeant | ain't got that kind
of noney, | stopped fencing when

noved fromthe city, and | do good
to clear twenty dollars a week on

t he nunbers, you know ny rent is
thirty bucks a nonth, you know, give
me a break?

SERGEANT MONDAY
Look I ain't asking! | amtelling!
The Captain wanted to charge you
nore but | told himyou were just a
washed up hood. But you better have
t hat one hundred dollars tonorrow,
you know your eye sight ain't too
good and | sure would hate to hear
about you falling down a couple of
flights of stairs, it wll be night
soon ,so you better hightail it out
of here and get the noney.
Under st and?

Razor stands up.
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RAZOR _
Pl ease Sergeant Monday, |'m beggi ng
you, Ain't no way | can get that
kind of noney. | would be hard
pressed to pay you fifty bucks a
nmonth. Pl ease can you help ne out?

SERGEANT MONDAY
No! | don't give a shit about your
personal problens. You better have
t he hundred bucks tonorrow ni ght.

Ser geant Monday pushes Razor aside and storns out of the bar
wi th Razor alnobst in tears.

CUT TGO
| NT. I NSIDE LI SA LOSERS LOUNGE -- LATER THAT NI GHT
(A NGER, JCEY FERDI NANDO, LI SA LOSERS)
(JOEY FERDI NANDO, LI SA LOSERS, d NGER)
Joey enters the bar and goes over to where Lisa is at.
JOEY FERDI NANDO

Li sa have you seen Razor, he was
suppose to neet ne in nmy office an

hour ago.

LI SA LOSERS
Let's go set down over here | have
SONEe news.

Joey and Lisa sit at a table close to the bar Lisa has a
beer for Joey.

LI SA LOSERS ( CONT' D)
Razor came in earlier and Sergeant
Monday tal ked to himand Razor was
real upset anyway he told nme he didn't
t hink he could watch you go through
all this. He |ooked bonmbed out. He
sai d sonet hi ng about going to see a
cousin in Detroit and that he was
| eaving right away. He hit ne up
for twenty dollars, told nme he woul d
send ne the noney once he was settl ed.

Joey shrugs his shoul der and takes a drink of his beer.
JOEY FERDI NANDO

Oh well, He'll be back, or get into
real trouble there.
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You know you never told nme how you
hooked up with him

JOEY FERDI NANDO
It's a long story.

LI SA LOSERS
Well | got tinme.

Joey takes anot her dri nk.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
It was back in 1940. | was a
detective in Chicago. | worked the
ni ght beat. Well Razor was this two
bit hood, you know he had been around
forever. He did a little book,
nunbers, fenced sone hot ice. Wen
he was just a little kid he worked
for Big Al. Well Razor had been to
Joliet so often | believe they had a
special cell for him Wl Razor
was working for me, you know under
cover.

LI SA LCSERS
VWhat ?

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Let's just say that he owed ne a
favor. Well there was this gang of
hoods down on the South side and
they were fencing all kinds of hot
stuff. | thought the Ward Boss was
the ring |l eader and | was closing in
on the gang with Razor's help. Then
damm if Razor didn't get busted by
sonme other cop with sonme hot i ce.
He was on probation and |I knew t hat
t hey woul d send himaway for a | ong
time. He got bailed out and well we
faked his death

LI SA LCSERS
VWhat !

JOEY FERDI NANDO
It was not a big deal, | found an
uni dentified body at the norgue,
took it and put it in an old jalopy
and set it a fire. | got sonme people
to say Razor was in the car. He
noved to Passionville after that and
laid low for awhile, you renenber
Benny's Garage down on 4th avenue?
Wel | Razor worked for him
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LI SA LOSERS
God Joey no wonder you were canned
for the force in Chicago.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
| wasn't canned. Listen Lisa do you
bel i eve Mariana was truthful ?

Li sa seens taken back

LI SA LOSERS
Wy ?

JOEY FERDI NANDO
| just wondered what you thought.

LI SA LOSERS

| don't know. | suspected she m ght
color things, but | just don't know.

(pause)
You know I'Il be glad when I can
| eave this place. M boy wll
graduate from col |l ege at Chanpai gn-
Urbana next year. | want himto
make sonething of hinmself and get
away fromall the drunks, pinmps and
whor es.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
| know what you nmean. You have been
atrue friend and I'll mss you when
you |l eave. | know you are proud of
your boy and this is no place for a
good kid to be.

Just then G nger runs into the door

G NGER
Rich is down the street !

Joey junps up and runs out the door.
CUT TO

EXT. SOVEWHERE | N PASSI ONVI LLE -- MOMENTS LATER
(RICH, JCEY FERDI NANDO)

Joey is running down the street he sees Rich.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Stop !

Rich sees that it is Joey and takes off running. Joey pursues
hi m
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Rich runs down the street into the alley staying ahead of
Joey. Joey is slowy gaining on Rich as the chase continues
pass run down buildings. Joey is alnbst even with Rich
Joey reaches out and grabs at Rich and both nen fall to the
gr ound.

Joey junps up as Rich slowy gets off the ground setting
with a frighten | ook on his face.

RI CH
Look mster don't hurt nme anynore
(pl eads.)

Joey | ooks confused.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
What are you tal kinng about ?

RI CH
You renenber back in the bar when
you decked ne out because | was
pi cking on your girl. Please don't
hurt ne.

Joey shakes his head and | owers his arns.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
K, | ook what happen after | left.
after | left with the girl where did
you go?

RI CH
| am not sure where | went, all |
know is | woke up back in ny room at
about 2:00 AM and | was sick as a
dog. | have never been that sick
before. The people at the hotel
was staying at had to call a doctor
for ne.

Joey realizes that Rich was not the one who killed Mariana
and hel ps Rich up.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Look | amsorry that | scared you
but Mariana, you know the girl, was
nmur dered that night.

Ri ch becones upset.

Rl CH
That's terrible who killed her?

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Well | amthe nunber one suspect
according to the police.

(quietly)
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Rich is taken back by what Joey said.

Rl CH
Did you kill her?
(politely)

JOEY FERDI NANDO
No but | have got to find the rea
killer and | don't have a | ot of
time and I amrunni ng out of suspects.

The two nen stand there for a nonent then Rich | eaves and
Joey is left alone | ooking dejected as he | ooks this way
and then the other way as he slowy wal ks back to the bar.

FADE OUT:
FADE | N:
| NT. BACK I N JOEY' S APARTMENT -- EARLY N GHT THE NEXT DAY 31
(JOEY FERDI NANDO, MAYOR HERVANN  PAXTON)
Joey is asleep on his couch he is turning and tossing. It

is very dark and the sound of the door to his office opens
and sonmeone enters wal king toward Joey. The shadow of the
person's hand noves to Joey's body. Joey is shaken and wakes
up surprised. Joey grabs the mayor armand then turns on the
light beside the bed. It is the Myor.

Joey gets up and | ooks at the Mayor.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Gush no one ever knocks before they
conme into ny office and wake nme up
(upset)

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
| didn't know you woul d sl eep al
day.

Joey starts dressing.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
| was up all night trying to figure
out what to do next.

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Yeah | talked to Lisa and know
that you are at a dead end.

( MORE)
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MAYOR HERVANN PAXTON ( CONT' D)

| am not sure what is going on with
the G and Jury but even if the they
indict you |l don't believe that a
jury would find you guilty.

(pause)
But | would Iike to avoid a trial
because, is no telling what else
they m ght dig up.

Joey shakes his head in agreenent.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Wel | you've got as nuch on nme as |
have on you. So no | don't want
anything else to cone out. So what
are ny odds of being indicted?

The Mayor | ooks at Joey.

MAYOR HERVMANN PAXTON
Six and One pick um | wouldn't
want to lay any noney either way!

JOEY FERDI NANDO
That bad.

The Mayor is |eaving when he turns and | ooks at Joey.

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
| hear that the Captain may want to
conduct another interview wth you.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
That's great just what | need is the
Capt ai n houndi ng nme agai n.

The Mayor | eaves Joey's office.

CUT TO

NT. I NSIDE LI SA LOSERS LOUNCE -- EVEN NG
G

I
(G NGER, LI SA LOSERS, JOEY FERDI NANDO, SERGEANT MONDAY)

Joey sits down at tal ks to Lisa.

LI SA LOSERS
You don't |look to good. Are you K

JCEY FERDI NANDO
|'ve got to give nny disposition at
Caption's office. | don't know.
(despondent)

32
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G nger conmes up to them

G NGER
Joey, | amgetting out of this rat
hol e, no offence Lisa.

LI SA LOSERS
None t aken.

G NGER

| have a cousin back in Boston who
can get ne a job at the big college
there. | am |eaving tonorrow

Joey | hope everything works out for
you. You know I ran away from hone
when | was sixteen, don't know why

| cane here, guess | was afraid of
the big city but in 1932 things were
bad all over there was no work, |

saw nmen steal bread just to feed
there famly, the only thing | had
going for ne was ny | ooks, you know
the kind of | ook that guys turn there
head for. Everybody wanted ne, at
first | believed all the lies they
would tell ne, but they were just
lies, after they got what they wanted
t hey forgot about nme, you know until

t hey got horny again. So when

under stood what the score was, well

| played along. | hope |I can change
when | nove, | hope | can find soneone
| can |ove who will respect ne, oh
wel | . You know Lisa you should cl ose
the bar and nove to Boston with ne.

LI SA LOSERS
G nger ny son has one nore year in
college so | wll have to stay put
for a while.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
You know if everyone keeps | eaving
Passionville I wll becone the | ast
person |iving here.

Joey puts a coin in the one armbandit and is a big w nner.
LI SA LOSERS
Joey it looks like your luck is about
t o change.

Joey shakes his head.
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JCEY FERDI NANDO
| don't know, the Chinese believe
t hat good fortune is always foll owed
by very bad | uck.

Joey just smiles as he puts the coins in his pocket.

JOEY FERDI NANDO ( CONT' D)
Ok, hold on a minute.l guess | had
better get on over to the Captain's
office. Gnger lots O luck. |1
know you can meke it.

G NGER
Thanks Joey. See you around.

Joey hugs G nger and gives her a kiss on the forehead. He
turns to | eave.

LI SA LOSERS
Joey, are you com ng back here when
you are done.

Joey pauses for a nonent.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Sure, I'll see you later

Joey turns and takes one | ook around the bar and with a sad
| ook on his face as he | ooks at Lisa and G nger. Joey turns
and | eaves the bar.

CUT TO

I NT. CAPTAIN S OFFI CE -- LATER 33
( CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON, MAYOR HERVANN PAXTON, JCEY
FERDI NANDO)

Capt ai n Morgan MacPhearson's office is small the Captain has
sone football trophies fromschool and sonme other nenorabilia
in his office. Joey takes a seat. The Captain enters the
roomw th a court stenographer behind him Just as the Captain
is about to close the door the Mayor enters the room

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
Wiy are you here Mayor, are you Joey's
| awyer ?

The mayor just ignores the Captain for a nonent and sits
down.

MAYOR HERVMANN PAXTON
Look Captain, | want to be sure you
tell the Grand Jury everything that
Joey says.



The Capt ai

Joey nods

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
Mayor | got no reason to lie to the
G and Jury?

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
The way this case has gone makes no
sense to me. | have never heard of
a Gand Jury being convened two days
after a murder. You have no cl ues,
no notive, for all we know a drifter
coul d have killed her, or soneone
fromher passed. Al | knowis the
Grand Jury is expected to issue their
report tonorrow and beside the
prosecutor you are the only one
directing the Grand Jury, and given
your history with Joey that troubles
me. Now you could get a Judge to
order ne out and | woul d obey that
order, but | would like to stay while
you question Joey.

n thinks for a nonent.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
Hell | don't care, just stay quite.
Ok Joey, this is Nancy Sumers,
court stenographer, she will take
what ever you say and then repeat it
to the Grand Jury.

his head OK

55.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON ( CONT' D)

| dentify yourself and tell what you
know about the night of the nurder.

Joey | ooks around the room

JOEY FERDI NANDO

| am Joey Ferdinando, | live at 137
5th Ave South in Passionville ,
apartnment 217. | was in Lisa Losers

Lounge when soneone who had too nuch
to drink tried to push Mariana to
the floor and | decked the guy out.
Mari ana was upset so Lisa told her
to take the rest of the evening off.
| wal ked her hone and we went to her
room for sone coffee. | left at
about 3:15 AM and Mari ana was asl eep.
That was the

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
Did you and Mariana have sex before
you | eft her apartnent?
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Joey tries not to answer the question by |ooking at the Mayor
then | ooking up at the ceiling.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Yes.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
Did she consent to having sex with
you.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Yes.
(pause)
| got up fromthe bed at about 3:00
and dressed and | eft her apartnent
at about 3:15 AM

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
Gk that's all | need.

The court stenographer starts to close her notebook.

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Hold on. Captain | would like to
ask Joey a couple of questions for
the record. And | trust his remarks
will also be conveyed to the G and
Jury.

The Captain | ooks mad but shakes his head OK

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
Keep it brief.

MAYOR HERVMANN PAXTON
Joey did you kill Mariana? Renenber
your answer is the sanme as if your
wer e under oath

JOEY FERDI NANDO
No.

The Mayor turns and | ooks at the Captain, he wal ks around
t he room

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Joey, what can you tell us about
Mar I ana.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
She was a troubl ed young | ady. She
had been abused as a child. Men
used her. She was confused, | ost.

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Joey do you have any idea who killed
her ?
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JOEY FERDI NANDO
No, but it may have been soneone
trying to get even, to settle a score.
| believe the killer was in the room
before | left or saw ne | eave. The
killer left no clues. None! That
tells me the killer was either very
[ ucky or or knew what he was doi ng.

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Joey What did you do after you |eft
her apartnent?

JOEY FERDI NANDO
| went back to ny apartnment and went
to bed.

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Joey what was your frame on m nd
when you returned to your apartmnent?
| understand The Captain has soneone
who heard you throw a glass to the
fl oor.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Yes | threw a glass down on the floor.
| was upset that | had all owed nyself
to get close to Mariana, you know
enotionally close. You know sonmehow
| blanme nyself, | didn't kill her
but | feel responsible for her nurder.

The Captain is very nad.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
Ok that's enough questi ons.

MAYOR HERVANN PAXTON
Thank you Joey.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
Joey wait here until | return.

The Captain and the stenographer |eave the Captain's office

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Mayor why didn't the Captain just
have ne testify in person before the
Grand Jury.

The Mayor thinks for a nonent.

MAYOR HERVMANN PAXTON
| believe the Captain and the
Prosecutor felt they can control the
Grand Jury if no one el se speaks to
t hem



Joey nods his head.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
How long will we have to wait?

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
It could be an hour or so, | don't
know. Just relax. Look if they
indite you you will be placed in
jail. | doubt the judge will Ilet
you out on bail. [1'lIl do what I
can, ny people are already working
on this. W wll at |east get you
inaprivate cell. But | won't lie
to you its going to be rough. It
could be four to six nmonths before a
trial. I'mbringing in someone from
the city to defend you. Joey none
of this is cheap, ny guess is you
will work the rest of your life just
payi ng for your defense attorney.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
After everything | have been through
| can't believe | amfacing six nonths
in Jail for sonething | didn't do.
Hell they could find me guilty and
send ne to the chair. Mayor that's
not right, you know, with the Captain
out there shaki ng down everyone and
everyt hing el se that goes on, you
know what | nmean. It just not right!

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Look Joey, get a hold of yourself.
| am doing everything | can. Most
people in ny shoes woul d have | eft
you standing al one with no hel p.
You don't know what it cost nme to
get all the information that the
Captai n has and plans to use agai nst
you.

(pause)
It wasn't chunp change, | can tel
you that.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Look | appreciate your help, | really
do. But | don't know if | can survive
six nonths in the Captain's jail.

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
| under st and.

58.
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Joey just | ooks down at the floor for a nonent, then he gets
up and wal ks about the office.

FADE QUT:

FADE | N:

I NT. CAPTAIN S OFFI CE -- LATER
(MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON, JOEY FERDI NANDO, CAPTAI N MORGAN

MACPHEARSON)

Joey is pacing in the small office. The Mayor is trying in
vain to cal m hi m down.

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
For gods sake Joey stop pacing, you
wi || wear your shoe's out.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
You're not the one who will be | ocked
up for six nonths.

Joey continues wal king around the small office. Finally he
goes to the other side of the Captain's desk. He notices a
small old picture on the desk. It is a picture of the Captain
and two other nmen taken many years ago. Joey picks up the
picture looks at it and sets it down and he wal ks back around
t he desk.

JOEY FERDI NANDO ( CONT' D)

| don't know Mayor, | just can't
believe there were no clues, no real
suspects. | was thinking mybe a

drifter may have killed her but
whoever it was had to be in the room
while | was still there or saw ne

| eave. Wiy didn't he just kill both
of us? It nmakes no

Joey stops in his tracks, goes back and picks up the picture,
bringing it close to his face to see the detail. He stairs
at the picture.

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Joey what's up?

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Hol d on a m nute!
(hol di ng out his other
hand!)
Mayor who are these people with the
Capt ai n?



35

60.

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Oh well that's the Captain back when
he was a railroad detective. It was
taken in Kansas City. The one guy
on the Captain's left saved his life,
| forget how.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
That guy is Evan Wal ker, Mariana's
father. So the Captain knew him
hum

MAYOR HERVANN PAXTON
Are you sure?

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Yes, there was a picture in Mariana's
apartnment of Evan Wl ker and Mari ana
when she was a kid , she told ne he
was her fat her

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Look Joey | know every piece of stuff
that canme out of her apartnent and
there was no picture, none!

Joey | ooks the Mayor in the eyes.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Wel |l Mayor we just found the killer!

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Wait a mnute

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Listen the Captain killed Mariana,
he had to.

The Door opens it is Captain Mrgan MacPhearson.

CUT TO

I NT. CAPTAIN S OFFI CE -- CONTI NUCUS 35
( CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON, JCEY FERDI NANDO, MAYOR HERMANN
PAXTON, SERGEANT MONDAY, JASON CAMPBELL)

Capt ai n Morgan MacPhearson enters his office and stares at
Joey hol ding the picture.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
Put the picture back on nmy desk

JOEY FERDI NANDO
You Killed Mari ana!
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CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
What the hell are you tal king about!

The Captain | ocks his door as he noves closer to the Mayor.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Mariana's father saved your life.
| don't

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
Your full of shit.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
No that's Mariana's father

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
You can't prove that.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
You must not know about WMariana's
uncle being in towm. | can have him
here in an hour.

The Captain draws his gun.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
You'll both be dead and gone by
t hen.

MAYOR HERVANN PAXTON
You're crazy! Put your gun away.
You'll never get away with this.

CAPTAI N MORGAN MACPHEARSON
Yes | will Myor, 1'll say Joey
grabbed nmy gun when | returned and
that you tried to stop him you were
killed before |I got the gun from
Joey. During the struggle the gun
di scharged and killed Joey. No one
wi |l question ne.

Joey throws the picture at the Captain and |unges at him
both nen fall behind the Captain's desk. A shot is fired.

MAYOR HERVANN PAXTON
Joey are you CK?

SlowWy Joey gets up and shakes his head he is K Ser geant
Monday is banging on the door shouti ng.

SERGEANT MONDAY
Open the door! Wat the hell is
going on? Captain are you OK?
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MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Look Joey keep quite let nme do the
t al ki ng under st and.

Sergeant Monday pushes the door open. H's gun is drawn.

MAYOR HERVANN PAXTON ( CONT' D)
Hol d up Sergeant, the Captain just
killed hinself.

SERGEANT MONDAY
VWhat !

Sergeant Monday | ooks at the Mayor and Joey and goes over to
see the Captain's body on the floor.

MAYOR HERVMANN PAXTON
The Captain killed hinself Joey tried
to stop himbut he couldn't.

SERGEANT MONDAY
What? That's smart, real smart.
Al nost too smart but not smart enough
| don't believe you!

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
It happen just like | said. The
Capt ai n has not been hinmself since
his wife left himand the stress of
the job was just too nuch.

(pause)

You know the Chief will appoint a
repl acenent for the Captain right
awnay.

Sergeant Monday puts his gun away. Jason Canpbell, a

uni formed police officer rushes into the roomw th his gun
drawn. He | ooks the room over and goes to see the Captain's
body on the fl oor.

JASON CAMPBELL
What Happen.

No one speaks. The Mayor | ooks at the Sergeant who | ooks
back at the desk and Joey.

SERGEANT MONDAY
The Captain killed hinself. The
Mayor call out for help but by the
time | got into the roomit was too
| ate, Joey couldn't get the gun from
the Captain's hand. Go get someone
to take the body to the norgue.

Jason | ooks at the Sergeant and the Mayor and | eaves the
room The Sergeant stares at Joey for a nonent then turns
to the Mayor.
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SERGEANT MONDAY ( CONT' D)
We need to clean the roomup now and
| need to talk to the grand jury.

The three nen slowy | eave the room
CUT TO

EXT. A DARK EMPTY STREET -- LATER 36
(JOEY FERDI NANDO, MAYOR HERVANN PAXTON)

Joey and the Mayor are wal king down a dark enpty Hal | way.

JCEY FERDI NANDO
Mayor why didn't you tell Sergeant
Monday that it was the Captain who
killed Mariana?

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Forget about Mariana, | don't need
an expanded Grand Jury investigation.
Now t hat the Captain is dead | can
wor k out some deal with the
Prosecutor. The current G and Jury
wi |l not charge you but you will
need to | eave town at once and never
return. Sergeant Monday w || not
make any trouble and | can manage
all the rest. Do you understand?

Joey | ooks at the mayor and shakes his head.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
Look Mayor, that poor girl was abused
and used the Captain killed her.
there won't any justice unless we
tell the world he kill her!

MAYOR HERMANN PAXTON
Look Joey maybe she was abused and
was a victim or maybe she was as
much to blane for her own fate, al
| know is you got to |eave, forget
about this place and forget about
the girl, there is nothing else |
can do.

Joey | ooks to the ground.

JOEY FERDI NANDO
| under st and.
(softly)

The Mayor holds out a wad of noney, after a nonent Joey takes
t he noney and wal ks into the dark.

CUT TO
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INT. AN EMPTY ROOM -- EPI LOGUE OF STORY AFTERNOON 37
( TOM WALKER)

Tom VWl ker laying in a bed. The Epil ogue reads ' Tom Wl ker
di ed of cancer in 1950'.

DI SSCLVE TO

INT. RICH S OFFI CE EPI LOGUE OF STORY -- AFTERNOON 38
(Rl CH)

Rich is behind a desk. The Epilogue reads 'In 1954 Ri ch was
appoi nted Street Comm ssioner of Chicago'.

DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. SERGEANT MONDAY' S OFFI CE EPI LOGUE OF STORY -- AFTERNOCON 39

Ser geant Monday wal ki ng down the corridor. The Epil ogue reads

' Sergeant Monday was elected to the Illinois State Legislature
in 1952'.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. A STREET- EPI LOGUE OF STORY -- AFTERNOON 40
( SPEEDY)

Speedy tal king to sonme people on the street. The Epil ogue
reads ' Speedy becane cl ean and sober and got a job as an
announcer at a radio station in Terre Haute Indiana in 1952'.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. A DARK EMPTY STREET EPI LOGUE OF STORY-- AFTERNOON 41

Razor |lying on the ground. The Epil ogue reads ' Razor was
found dead believed to be foul play in Detroit in 1950

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. A PARK BENCH EPI LOGUE OF STORY -- AFTERNCON 42
(G NGER)

G nger reading a book. The Epilogue reads 'G nger married a
wi dowed man with two teenage girls in Boston in 1950
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DI SSCLVE TO
EXT. A BACK YARD EPI LOGUE OF STORY -- AFTERNOON 43

Lisa | ooking up at the sky. The Epil ogue reads 'Lisa noved
to San Francisco to live with her son in 1950 .

DI SSCLVE TO

I NT. A CAMPAI GN STOP EPI LOGUE OF STORY -- AFTERNOON 44
( MAYOR HERVANN  PAXTON)

Mayor Hermann Paxton canpai gning. The Epilogue reads 'in
1952 the Mayor was convicted of bribery and Incone tax evasion
and sentenced to 10 years in Federal Prison. The day after

his conviction he was reel ected Mayor with 68% of the vote.

He served 13 nonths in prison and noved to Central Florida'

DI SSCLVE TO

EXT. A GRAVE YARD EPI LOGUE OF STORY -- AFTERNOON 45
(JOEY FERDI NANDO, MARI ANA WALKER)

A side view of Joey Ferdinando wal king in a dark mss. The
Epi | ogue reads 'No one is sure what becane of Joey. But runor
has it that in 1957 he was running guns to Castro before the
Cuban Revol ution.'

Joey lays a flower on a grave, the grave stone reads.
"Humans, they bl ossom before they are sixteen and begin to
rot after they are seventeen. Mariana Wal ker born Kansas
City Mssouri June 8 1930. Murdered by Society died April 2
1948 Passionville Illinois".

The end
Credits
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